Interactive Dialogue following the report of the Special Rapporteur on 
adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard 
of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context 
(A/HRC/13/20/Add 4 and A/HRC/13/20 - Mega events) 

The United States is pleased to respond to the report of Special Rapporteur Raquel 
Rolnik’s mission to the United States of America in October 2009. 

The United States welcomed the Special Rapporteur’s visit and appreciated the 
opportunity for constructive dialogue and openness. The Obama Administration is 
committed to creating and preserving affordable housing for the American people, and 
we viewed this visit as an opportunity to learn from the Special Rapporteur’s experience 
and to have an honest conversation about the successes and challenges of domestic 
housing issues in this country. The United States arranged numerous meetings with 
various federal government agencies and showed our government’s work to address 
housing issues. We appreciated the professionalism and intellectual interest the Special 
Rapporteur exhibited in the course of these meetings. The United States also appreciates 
the Special Rapporteur’s report and its constructive spirit. 

While the United States has not ratified the International Convenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights, we have made a political commitment to a human right related to 
housing in the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. Although United States law does 
not treat adequate housing as a legally enforceable right, our law does provide certain 
legally enforceable rights-related protections regarding housing, such as 
antidiscrimination requirements and provisions of adequate housing to persons in 
government custody. 

The United States recognizes that the housing and economic crisis affects the most 
vulnerable. The Administration has sought the implementation of a fair housing mortgage 
rescue initiative to remedy this problem. The government is taking action on foreclosures, 
particularly with regard to discriminatory lending. In Fiscal Year 2010, Congress 
appropriated $11 million in the Fair Housing Initiatives Program to assist those families 
that are most vulnerable in today’s lending/mortgage crises. The $11 million will be used 
to educate the public about lending discrimination, enforce the fair lending requirements 
of the Act, and to train investigators to conducting lending discrimination. 


While we were pleased that the Special Rapporteur was able to meet with numerous 
federal agencies and spend significant time outside of Washington, the cities selected by 
the Special Rapporteur and the properties toured did not present a complete picture of 
housing for low income families and individuals in the United States. It is of course 
important that any report highlight the challenges a country faces, but we also believe it is 
helpful to note the many and considerable positive aspects of housing in the United 
States, including in comparison to other countries. Examples include the high rate of 
homeownership, the high quality of the vast majority of housing, the high availability and 



quality of utility services, and significant improvements in these and other areas over 
recent decades. 


We hope that this visit to the United States is part of what will be an ongoing dialogue 
with the Special Rapporteur on housing in the United States and generally. We believe 
strongly, for example, that federal-level government policies, the focus of the report, are 
only one part of the equation of the housing system in many countries and certainly in the 
United States. While the report does acknowledge the large roles of local authorities and 
the private sector in housing in the United States, its approach and recommendations do 
not appear to reflect those realities. In the United States, and we suspect, in a number of 
other countries, the federal government’s role is a limited part of the picture. 

We look forward to engaging with the Special Rapporteur on questions like this as we 
continue to explore how to improve housing in the United States and contribute to a 
global conversation to address significant problems such as homelessness. 


In regards to mega-events, the Special Rapporteur’s report addresses the impact of 
major international sports events (mega-events) on the realization of the right to adequate 
housing, in particular the positive and negative housing effects of hosting the Olympic 
Games and the Football World Cup. 

Mega-events such as the Olympic Games and the Football World Cup unite the 
international community and strengthen our ties to one another. To host athletes and 
visitors from across the globe is a high honor and a great responsibility. The United 
States recognizes the impact mega-events may have, and is committed to address this 
challenge when it hosts such events. 

As the Special Rapporteur rightly points out in her report, the redevelopment process 
undertaken in preparation of mega-events can promote infrastructural and environmental 
improvements for the host cities. 

For example, the 1996 Olympic games in Atlanta were instrumental in transforming the 
city into the modernized city it has become. The upgrade to the physical infrastructure 
included extensive new public parkland, streetscaping, road improvements, expansion of 
the airport, improvements in public transportation, and most importantly redevelopment 
of public housing projects. The Housing Authority of Atlanta developed a concept and 
action plan called the "Olympic Legacy Program" that used the momentum of 
development before and after the Olympics to encourage the "legacy" of affordable 
housing. Atlanta’s metropolitan area was transformed to promote sustainability, 
livability and improved quality of life for its citizens. In addition, the scope and depth of 
the planning for the Olympics gave new impetus to numerous community-based and 
other non-governmental organizations to bring renewed attention on the housing and 
living conditions in lower income neighborhoods as part of the general upgrading of the 



urban region. The direct and indirect benefits of their work can be found in many districts 
of the city. 

The United States would like to convey its appreciation for the work of the Special 
Rapporteur, and we look forward to working with her on future reports. 


I thank you Mr. President. 



